
 

Winter Beginnings 
By: Erica Brown  
Winter usually signals the end, but it is also the start 
of so many things as well. High School Musical was 
really onto something when they had Troy and 
Gabriella sing “Start of Something New” at a New 
Year’s Eve party because it is the truth. Winter 
brings in so many new, exciting things. For 
example, with the start of Christmas preparations, 
families are gathering together, kids are coming 
home from college, and Christmas cookies are 
baking in the oven. Winter is a time of giving 
thanks and showing loved ones that you care for 
them and love them.  Additionally, new sports are 
starting their seasons, such as basketball and swim. 
Even the arts seem to come alive in the winter, with 
the annual band and chorus Christmas concerts and 
Mrs. Hogan’s art students painting the windows at 
the school and Dunmore Corners. So, winter cannot 
be too bad, right? There is so much good that comes 
with the blustery cold conditions, and so many good 
opportunities to help ring in the Christmas season 
and the New Year.  
 

 

Motivation During the Winter 
By: Madilyn Cianci 

 
With the sun setting around 4:30 p.m. every day, the 
wonderful periods of holiday breaks, and the cold 
weather keeping us indoors, it’s hard to not stay in 
bed all day. The school year started off with me 
coming home from school and immediately starting 
my work. Now, I come home, take a nap, and start 
my work at around 8 p.m. If I have work that night, 
my work is not started until nearly 10 o’clock. 
Although this is a bad habit, it is very common 
around this time of the year. Along with the winter 
season, many students lose their motivation to do 
schoolwork. The best option to stay motivated is to 
put yourself in a room with minimal screens and 
start your work as soon as you return home. I know 
that the last thing we want to do when we come 
home from school is to do more work, but I promise 
you, nothing feels better than finishing your work 
and being able to go to sleep early. Even though we 
feel less motivated because it is getting darker 
earlier and we have not been leaving our house as 
much, it is our responsibility as students to put the 
most we can into our work. Keep in mind that 
seasonal depression is very real, so make sure that 
you are practicing self-care and not procrastinating 
your work.  
 



Celebrate Sober 

By Raj Gandhi 

Don't drink and drive everyone. The Celebrate 

Sober Poster Contest is over, and the winners have 

been announced. Congratulations to Briana 

Catanzaro for winning the Celebrate Sober Poster 

Contest! Briana’s artwork will be on a billboard in 

Scranton and the SADD Club is selling pins for $1 

as well! The Celebrate Sober Contest is an art 

competition promoting the dangers of drinking 

and driving.  

 

Icy Roads 

By Raj Gandhi 

During the winter, one sight to see is the 

snowplows at 6 a.m. in the morning plowing the 

snow away, signifying the beginning of winter. This 

year, the Dunmore School District is one of many 

in the county painting the snowplows in a way that 

shows the dangers of driving fast in the snow and 

ice by also incorporating something that 

represents their school and town. Votes were held 

for the fan-favorite at the beginning of December, 

and the results should be coming out soon. 

 

Semi-Formal 

By Benjamin Amaya 

At the start of the month of December, students 

were able to buy tickets for the annual 

Semi-Formal, which took place at Fiorelli’s on 

Saturday, January 4th. Tickets cost $45 per person 

for one of the biggest nights of the year! 

Happy Dancing Everyone!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Cold 

By Benjamin Amaya 

Fall is leaving us and the frigid winter is slowly 

approaching. Soon, we can enjoy snow days and 

2-hour delays. Also, say goodbye to Pumpkin Spice 

and say hello to 

Peppermint flavored 

everything! The holidays 

are coming, and with 

Thanksgiving out of the 

way, it’s going to be 

Christmas non-stop. Good 

or bad, it is happening. 

Twenty-four-hour 

Christmas songs, like Jingle Bells, Winter 

Wonderland, and many more that will never get 

out of your head! And the most important part of 

the holidays: gift-giving. Even after all of the 

festivities, 2019 marks the end of a decade as well, 

plunging us back into the Roaring Twenties once 

more! 

 

Blood Donations 

By Benjamin Amaya 

The Red Cross is back for another blood drive. 

Every school year, the Red Cross comes to do a 

blood drive, and like 

many others, 

I was fortunate to have 

donated blood. I 

almost passed out in 

the process! Luckily, 

that is the worst that could happen. Since that is 

the only downside, then why not donate yourself? 

There is always a need for blood and it is easy to 

sign up. The hardest part is the needles 

themselves, but even then the Red Cross helps 

even the most needle-phobic person able to rest 

knowing that this is a safe donation. So watch out 

for the Spring Blood Drive and we hope to see you 

next time! 



 
 
Boys Basketball  
By: Caroline Nolen 
As the boys are welcoming the cold weather, they 
are also welcoming some new coaching staff! Boys 
Varsity Head Coach Tony Lacertoso has retired so 
now it is time to introduce the new Varsity Head 
Coach Kevin Clark. He is assisted by Jamie 
Monahan and Mike Ehnott. The Junior Varsity 
Head Coach is Paul Biagoli and the Freshman coach 
is Ryan Ehnott.  The Dunmore High School Boys 
team is led by seniors Danny Walsh, Tommy 
Dougherty, Steven Borgia, Tommy Lewis, Austin 
Waters, Richard Conte, Owen Haggerty, Ross 
Cordaro, and Ian Cowder. Good luck this season boys, 
and may all your swishes come true!

 
 
Girls Basketball  
By: Katherine Hopkins 

The Lady 
Bucks are 
back and 
better than 
ever. Headed 
into the 
preseason, 
the girls are 
expected to 
be the Lynett 

tournament champions for the 5th year in a row.  

 
 
Lead by seniors Nora Haggerty and Katherine 
Hopkins the Lady Bucks are gearing up for a tough 
season with many rivals. Led by the 2019 player of 
the year Moriah Murray, the Lady Bucks will not 
disappoint. Dunmore hopes to have another long 
and successful season with the return back to 
Hershey with the endless support of the student 
section and our community 
 
Swim 
By: Lauren Grippi  

As fall sports come to an end, winter sports begin. 
This year’s returning swim seniors are Jillian 
Desando and Mia Chiaro.  The team also welcomed 
senior Heavyn Gin. In addition to what was always 
known as girls swim, the school has finally joined 
and created one of our first-ever co-ed teams. 
Seniors Timmy Andrews, Gene Cooper, and 
Michael Hannah along with many other boys joined 
the team. Swim fast, Bucks! 
 
 
 

 



 

Swim Team 

By: Louis Hanni 

    For the longest time, basketball reigned as the 

only winter sport that males could participate in. 

Recently, fellow student Benjamin Amaya 

convinced the administration to make the swim 

team co-ed. I have made the decision to join this 

team as I wanted to stay active during the winter. 

Along with my friends, I bought swim attire and 

went to practice. It was exceptionally intimidating 

joining this sport which I have never attempted in 

my life. Coach John is a friendly individual, and he 

is helpful in making us feel at home in the water. 

Unfortunately, I fractured my toe in the first 10 

minutes of practice. This soured my experience and 

made me consider leaving. Through the fear of 

disappointing myself, I kept going to practices even 

though I could not participate. I observed the team 

and noticed this 

ragtag group of 

individuals 

supporting each 

other to get through 

the difficult practices. 

After about a week, I 

was able to get back 

into the water and I 

could see just how far behind I was. I took it upon 

myself to get some extra practice on the weekends 

to catch up. Something I learned is that swimming 

properly is not nearly as easy as just sitting in a 

pool during the summer. All the extra practice 

helped, and by the next official practice, I was able 

to keep up with the team. If you happen to go back 

a couple of months in my life from this point, and I 

would probably not even consider swimming as a 

viable choice for a winter sport. After meeting the 

wonderful coach and witnessing the excellent 

teamwork, I now fully recommend joining the swim 

team with a good amount of certainty. 

 

Clowns are Just Creepy 

By: Jake McNeff 

   Thanks to the Joker and 

Pennywise, two ruthless killer 

clowns, clowns have obtained 

somewhat of a bad reputation. 

Remember way back in the 

day, the 2000s, when we would 

all go to birthday parties where 

clowns would make us laugh 

with all of their tricks and 

balloons. I, for one, loved 

clowns. While society once 

deemed clowns as fun and  

child-friendly, we now deem them as downright 

terrifying. Why is this? 

    Entertainment has definitely been a factor in the 

downfall of clowns. This year alone, we have gotten 

two mainstream movies with villainous clowns, It 

Chapter 2 and Joker. You simply cannot watch 

those movies without becoming just a little freaked 

out by clowns.  

    As a society, we 

should not allow 

certain unflattering 

interpretations of 

clowns to instill 

prejudice within  

us. Most clowns 

are kind citizens 

who just want to 

make us laugh. It’s a shame that the killer clowns 

get all the publicity.  
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The Application Process 
By: Madilyn Cianci 
Senior year comes with a lot of       
side effects; the weight of     
taking APs, a hectic practice     
schedule, and of course,    
applying to colleges. For those     
of us who decide to attend      
college, we know that applying     
to school is a dreadful process      
that we wish we could speed      
through, but we know we have      
to dedicate hours of our time to       
it.  

For example, I have 
heard all of my friends talking 
about how they have to spend 
their weekend “grinding out” 
their essays. That statement is 
completely accurate, especially 
because a lot of these schools 
ask many thought-provoking 
questions such as, “What 
legacy do you want to leave at  
your high school?” or “What do 
you think your purpose would 
be at our school?” We have 
become so tired of writing them 

that we thank Mrs. Summers for 
having us write our 
autobiographies during our 
junior year because they start 
to be 90% of our essays. Also, 
we see that many of these 
essays are not required, but 
they are recommended, so we 
end up not wanting to even 
read the prompt! My advice to 
you is that if it says that it’s not 
required, it technically is. These 
colleges want to see that you 
are putting as much as you can 
into your application, so just do 

them.  
However, they 
definitely do not 
have to be 700 
words. 
Personally, I 
would rather 
read a well 
written 200 
worded essay 
than an “OK” 
700 worded 
one.  
 If you find 
yourself stuck 

during any point in your 
application process, do not be 
afraid to reach out to your 
guidance counselor. Lately, it 
feels like I live in Mrs.  
Massaro’s office because I 
spend so much time asking her 
questions! It is common 
knowledge that the application 
process is long, annoying, and 
stressful. But, I promise, 
nothing feels better than 
hearing good news from the 

schools you applied to. I wish 
good luck to everyone applying!  
 

 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 



 
Why ‘Ugly’ Christmas Sweaters Deserve Better 
By: Mikhail Fabi 

Love them or hate them, we've all either 
seen, heard about, or even worn ugly Christmas 
sweaters at least once in our life. There are even 
ugly Christmas sweater parties that have become 
so popular. But who decided that Christmas 
sweaters are "forbidden" in the fashion world? I 
mean, yes, they are very eye-catching and a little 
bit much sometimes, but why call them ugly?  

One reason as to why 
they're great is that they are very 
comfy and snug. Plus, Christmas 
sweaters are versatile and can be 
worn anywhere depending on the 
occasion. Personally, Christmas 
sweaters tucked into bottoms with 
a belt have been my go-to outfit 
since the weather has been getting 
colder. It’s quick, easy, and also 
comfy! 

They’re snug, warm, and 
reliable, so why are you not 
wearing one already? This year, 
try wearing more ‘ugly’ Christmas sweaters, and 
you'll see how great they are. Happy sweater 
season!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A Charlie Brown Christmas  
By: Mikhail Fabi 

A Charlie Brown Christmas is easily one of 
the best films to watch during the winter season, or 
all year round if you're like me. It's one of those 
movies where you will never get tired of it, no 
matter how many times you watch it. It's a winter 
film staple, so if you haven't watched it yet, now is 
the perfect time to do so.  

The film is light-hearted, comedic, and it 
never gets old. Plus, the soundtrack is great. Vince 

Guaraldi (1928-1976) 
is easily one of my 
favorite jazz 
composers, and he 
definitely did this film 
justice. With tracks 
such as "Linus and 
Lucy", "Skating", 
"Christmas Is 
Coming", and "The 
Christmas Song", 
you'll definitely get into 
the Christmas spirit 
just by listening to 

them. They also make wonderful study music if you 
like background noise while doing work.  

Besides the music aspect of the film, the 
old-timey animation and coloring are so nostalgic, 
yet it grows with you. The film grain, distorted 
colors, and fuzzy audio never seem to get so old. 
This film has a special place in my heart, and I will 
definitely be rewatching it this year. 
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Movies with Maggie  
Winter 2019 

1. Star Wars: The 
Rise of Skywalker is 
was released on 
December 19, 2019. It 
tells the story of the 
surviving Resistance 
who faces the First 
Order once more in the 
final chapter of the 
Skywalker saga. It stars 
actresses like Lupita 
Nyong’o and beloved 
Carrie Fisher. 

  
2. Spies in Disguise 

came out on 
December 25, 2019. It 
stars Will Smith 
(Lance) and Tom 
Holland (Walter) who 
are polar opposites. 
The two find out the 
need to work as a 
team because the fate 
of the world is at 
stake. Also stars DJ 
Khaled and Karen 
Gillan. 
  

3. Jumanji: The 
Next Level 
came out 
December 12, 
2019, and 
follows the 
same gang as 

before except the game is different now, 
they’re working to save one of their own but 
nothing is what they expect. This stars 
notable actors Nick Jonas, Jack Black, 
Dwayne Johnson and more! 

 
 
The Beauty of Nature 
By: Emma Pasko 
Winter is such a beautiful season! The freshly fallen 
snow, the bright white covering the ground, the 
smell of freshness in the air. With all of these in 
mind, exploring outside in the winter months is 
such an 
amazing 
thing to do. 
Although 
it’s cold 
outside, it’s 
so worth it! 
Bundle up 
and take a 
walk with 
some 
friends! 
One of my 
favorite 
things to do 
is just this! 
I just 
discovered 
my love for 
nature last 
year. My 
friends and I bundled up and went to a lake. We 
walked around along the lake, put on music, and 
enjoyed the outdoors. We stayed all day and waited 
just to see the sunset. It was amazing! The blue sky  
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turned to a mix of pinks, blues, and oranges. The 
waves 
rippled along 
with the 
current as 
the sun 
shone on 
them. It was 
truly 
beautiful. So 
this winter, 
get outside, 
enjoy nature, 
and discover 
new things. 
Put down 
your phones 
and things 
that occupy 
you and 
substitute it 
with the beauty of nature.  
  

 
Whamageddon 2019! Let’s See if You Can Do It.  
By: Riley McNally, Class of 2016 
Whamageddon 
is an exciting 
game for the 
Holiday 
season that 
you can play 
with all your 
friends and 
family.  
 
The rules:  
1. Go as long 
as possible 
without hearing Wham’s infamous, “Last 
Christmas.”  
2. The game runs from December 1, 2019 - 
December 24, 2019.  
3. Only the original version of the song applies, 
remixes and covers are acceptable.  
4. You’re out as soon as you recognize the song.  
 

It started in the UK and has been 
endorsed by celebrities like 
Romesh Ranganathan and 
Daniel Sloss. This is a real game 
that can be played and if you 
don’t believe it there’s a website 
with all the information you 
need. 

Best of luck! 
https://www.whamageddon.com/ 

 
Christmas over? Not to fret! 

Keep the whamageddoon battle 
going with #whamalla.  

Happy 2020 

https://www.whamageddon.com/


 

 
 
 
 
Deck the Streets with Drawings! 
By: Bell Pendon 

Christmas is coming, and it has hit the town 
of Dunmore in spirit! For this Christmas season, the 
Art II students, led by Ms. Hogan, have gone to the 
corners to paint their Christmas drawings to show 
their spirit for the upcoming season. With windows 
varying from penguins to cartoons, the students 
have showcased their artistic abilities across the 
streets and for the people. By looking at the colorful 
windows decorated in local stores, Christmas ought 
to bring spirit for everyone! 

 

Winter Weather: A Playlist 
By: Najuk Patel 

Winter is coming and so is snowfall filled 
with days drinking hot chocolate and watching 
Christmas movies! Here are some great songs to 
kick off the perfect winter season: 

 
1. “Lights Up” by Harry Styles 
2. “Like It’s Christmas” by The Jonas Brothers 
3. “That’s Christmas to Me” by Pentatonix 
4. “Christmas (Baby Please Come Home)” by 

Michael Bublé 
5. “New Light” by John Mayer 
6. “Everything I Wanted” by Billie Eilish 
7. “Comeback” by The Jonas Brothers 

 
8. “Winter Song” by Leslie Odom Jr. 
9. “All I Want for Christmas Is You” by 

Mariah Carey 
10. “Strangers” by Sigrid 
11. “Lost” by Frank Ocean 
12. “CAN'T GET OVER YOU” by Joji 
13. “When The Bell Tolls” by Anthony Ramos 
14. “Confidently Lost” by Sabrina Claudio 
15. “As I Am” by H.E.R. 

 
Carols and Christmas Concerts 
By: Bell Pendon 

As the winter comes around, so does many 
winter activities for Dunmore High School, 
specifically the Music Guild concert. On December 
8th, the Concert Band, Jazz Band, Chorus, and 
Show Choir will be holding their annual Christmas 
concert before we prepare for Christmas break. For 
Concert Band, popular songs such as Appalachian 
Snowfall and Christmas Africana are being played 
by the school’s talented high school band. Not only 
that, but the Jazz Band will be playing favorites 
such as Mary Did You Know. For the vocal portion, 
Show Choir will be performing hits such as White 
Winter Hymnal, and Chorus will be singing the 
vocal version of Christmas Africana. With this in 
mind, we wish the best of luck to the Music Guild 
as they perform their Christmas concert.  

 
 



 

 
 
 
Public Speaking  
By: Jake McNeff 
As we progress through middle school and high 
school, public speaking becomes a larger and larger 
aspect of our education. Throughout my years at 
Dunmore Junior-Senior High School, I have picked 
up some important tips for public speaking. Why do 
we get nervous about public speaking? I believe we 

get nervous about public 
speaking because we care 
what other people think. 
Additionally, we want to 
get a good grade on our 
assignment. These factors 
leave us with a spiked 
heart rate in the hours 
before we have to present. 
There may not be a cure 

for this spiked heart rate, but I do believe I have 
discovered a treatment. Try telling a joke; it will 
calm your nerves by breaking the barrier between 
you and the audience. If you achieve nothing else 
from presenting, at least you can make your 
classmates laugh. Once your classmates laugh, you 
will become more confident. Telling a joke will add 
entertainment value to your presentation. 
Presentations can be boring if the presenter is just 
reciting information. Your grade and the audience’s 
reaction will typically reflect your energy and 
charisma, so lighten the mood by telling a joke. 
Now, go get that “A” in Speech Composition, 
Champ.  
 
A Classic Christmas 
By: Molly Sheets 
The Christmas season is upon us, which means… it 
is time for Christmas movies! Everyone knows the 
new Christmas movies, such as Elf and The Grinch,  

 
 
but not many people in our current generation watch 
classic Christmas movies. The following movies are 
not only heartwarming but are incredibly 
entertaining! 
 
Produced in 1954, White Christmas highlights the 
life of two young, handsome World War II veterans 
turned singers, Bob Wallace and Phil Davis. The two 

men soon meet the world 
traveling sister act Betty 
and Judy Haynes and 
create a grand 
performance in Vermont 
for the boys’ World War 
II commander. Filled 
with beautiful music and 
incredible dancing, White 
Christmas will be sure to 
get you excited for the 
holidays. 
 
The next classic 
Christmas movie is It’s a 

Wonderful Life. This movie follows the life of 
George Bailey, who is struggling with his work at 
the bank on Christmas Eve. George’s guardian angel, 
Clarence, then comes to visit him and shows George 
all the beauty in his life.  
 
Although these movies may be older than some of 
the most popular Christmas movies, however, they 
are extremely entertaining and heartwarming, and 
will be sure to put you in the Christmas spirit! 
 
Christmas Joke 
By: Danyelle Tech 

What do you call a greedy elf? 
- Elfish  
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